Nov. 1751]             ALEPPO   TO  BASRA                       169
went up to it, but the caravan being on their march, and night
approaching, I had not time to make many remarks. This
fort is a square, each side about sixty yards in length, and
fortified with five round towers at equal distances. On the
S.E. side is a large tank or reservior for water, near five
hundred yards in circumference, and about ten deep; the
sides faced with stone, and at two or three places there are
steps to descend into it. On each side are two mounts thrown
up for its defence1.
I also saw a tower with many other ruins about half a mile
to the westward, from which I imagine here formerly stood
a considerable town2. The Arabs say the Caliphs of Bagdat
used to maintain a large garrison at this place for the protec-
tion of pilgrims going to Mecca; also magazines of provision,
in order to supply them for their journey. They likewise added
that there is hereabouts a well of a prodigious depth, covered
with a stone, on which is an inscription in the Chaldean
characters, and that there were others in the same language
on the tower abovementioned. I could not examine them
for reasons being assigned. Besides, the Arabs are so ex-
tremely jealous of any strangers who appear inquisitive in
their researches into the antient buildings and ruins of this
country that it would be running a great risk to give a loose
[rein] to one's curiosity. I therefore returned to the caravan,
Marching S.E. by E. two hours, at six encamped with them
on a plain, where we found plenty of food for our camels but
no water.
The night proved extremely cold; most of our bedding was
frozen, so that our lodging was very disagreeable,
1  Carmichael can thus claim to be the discoverer of the famous line of
reservoirs built by Zobeida, the wife of the Caliph Haroun er Rashio% for
the use of Mecca-bound pilgrims, along the route which bears her name.
The reservoir of Umrn el Qurun is the second of the series going south
from Najaf. The late Col. Leachman visited it in 1918 and described it to
me as ' a reservoir 50 yards square, overlooked by an ancient castle. A mile
away is a fallen tower of great thickness and probably 100 ft. high/
2  Here Carmichael confirms Ibn Jubayr's account of Mmarat al-qurun,
Minaret of the Horns, a tower decorated with gazelle horns, and near
by it a castle and reservoir, not far from *Udayb (see SchiaparellFs trans-
lation, pp. 197-98).   Huber recorded no feature of this description in
x88i.